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Book Notices. Book Notices. Book Notices. 

volume is not at all like a guide book, for, as we read it, Mr., Chapman seems 
simply to be taking a party of friends along the roads and paths, leading them to 
points of vantage where the finest scenic panoramas are unfolded, relating anec- 
dotes or bits of history that stimulate interest in what is seen and acquainting his 
auditors with the people, in much more than their superficial aspects, for, in fact, 
he has made a psychological study of them. Corsica lies apart from the beaten 
tourist routes, but this sincere and unpretentious volume is well calculated to 
stimulate interest in one of the most beautiful islands in the world. 

Dakar. Ses Origines-Son Avenir. Par Georges Ribot et Robert 
Lafon. 198 pp., many Illustrations from Photographs and Maps, and Plans 
in Colours. G. Delmas, Bordeaux, I908. Price, 6 frs. 

Dakar, one of the best harbours on the coast of West Africa, has, since 1902, 

been the capital of Senegal, supplanting, politically, the much larger town of St. 
Louis, to the north. It long had the reputation of being one of the most unhealth- 
ful spots in Africa. A wonderful transformation, however, has been made in 
recent years, and this handsome volume was written to show that the evil reputa- 
tion so long borne by Dakar, is no longer deserved. 

The town, in fact, has been reclaimed and its health conditions are now 
favourable. The work has been costly, but the expense has been cheerfully borne. 
Among the many improvements that have brought the change about are the intro- 
duction of a sewerage system, the widening of the streets, the filling up of in- 
salubrious ravines, the removal of slaughter yards from the town, the collection 
and burning of offal, regulations requiring sanitation in buildings, etc. The good 
work that has been done and the great progress of the city in the construction of 
parks, commodious buildings and wide streets are well described in text and pic- 
ture. It is not unlikely that this book will give ideas and inspiration for sani- 
tary improvement in many other tropical towns. 

The Discovery and Settlement of Port Mackay, Queensland. By 
H. Ling Roth. viii and I I4 pp., many Illustrations, Charts and Maps, 
Index, and Notes on the Natural History of the District. F. King & Sons, Ltd., 
Halifax, England, I908. Price, ios. 6d. 

The author is well known for his contributions to economic geography and 
ethnographical literature. The district of Port Mackay is now the chief seat of 
the sugar industry in Queensland, and it is a curious fact that the site of the pres- 
ent port and the surrounding country were never seen by a white man till they 
were discovered by Captain John Mackay in I86o, though the regions to the south, 
west and north of them had already become more or less settled. The planters 
there are noted for their enterprise, and on one occasion, when the government 
refused to grant them certain reforms which they demanded, they elected the 
British statesman, John Bright, to represent them in the Legislative Assembly. He 
declined the honour extended to him from half around the world. 

Mr. Roth has recorded an important bit of geographical history, the material 
for which has never before been collated. He publishes Captain Mackay's too 
concise diary of his eventful pioneer journey; and the notes he has been collecting, 
for years, have helped him to write a history of the discovery of Port Mackay, 
of the early settlement, the present city and the country tributary to it, that is 
practically complete. The book will be welcomed as a worthy contribution to our 
knowledge of the beginnings and progress of an important part of Queensland. 
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